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Curriculum Overview

The KS3 English curriculum at Rivers ESC is designed to rebuild confidence in reading, 
writing and communication, while providing pupils with an ambitious and meaningful learning 
experience. Many pupils arrive with gaps in literacy and disrupted learning, therefore the 
curriculum prioritises securing core skills alongside developing engagement with a range of 
texts.

Learning is carefully sequenced to revisit and strengthen key reading and writing skills over 
time. Pupils explore fiction, non-fiction and poetry through topics that are engaging, 
accessible and relevant to their experiences. There is a strong emphasis on modelling, 
scaffolding and guided practice to support all learners, while still providing challenge where 
appropriate.

We place equal importance on spoken language, recognising that developing confidence in 
speaking and listening is essential for improving writing. Through structured discussion, 
questioning and collaborative tasks, pupils are supported to articulate their ideas before 
expressing them independently.

The curriculum is designed to close gaps, build independence and prepare pupils for 
reintegration, GCSE study and life beyond school.

Purpose of Study

• To develop confident readers who can access and understand a range of texts

• To support pupils in writing clearly, accurately and for different purposes and audiences

• To build pupil confidence in speaking and expressing ideas

• To re-engage pupils with education through relevant and achievable English lessons

• To prepare pupils for KS4 study and future pathways

English teaching focuses on helping pupils to interpret, respond to and create texts, while 
developing the fundamental literacy skills needed across the curriculum.

Curriculum Approach

The English curriculum is built around:

 High support / high challenge: tasks are scaffolded but expectations remain 
ambitious

 Repetition and routine: key skills are revisited regularly to secure understanding
 Explicit teaching of literacy: vocabulary, sentence structure and reading strategies 

are taught directly
 Engagement through content: carefully chosen texts and themes capture pupil 

interest and support discussion



 Where possible, links are made across subjects, particularly through reading, writing 
and vocabulary development.

Wider Skills Development

Alongside subject knowledge, pupils develop key skills that support both learning and future 
employment:

Resilience and a positive approach to learning

Communication skills (speaking, listening, reading and writing)

Working with others and problem solving

Creativity and imagination

Independence and self-management

British values are explored through texts, themes and discussion, encouraging pupils to 
consider different perspectives and respect others’ views.

Inclusion and Support

All lessons are adapted to meet a wide range of needs. This includes:

Scaffolded writing tasks and sentence starters

Chunked reading materials

Visual supports and modelling

Opportunities for success at all levels

A strong focus is placed on supporting pupils’ social, emotional and behavioural needs. 
Clear routines and structured lessons help create a safe environment where pupils feel able 
to participate and take risks in their learning.

Why is English important?

English is central to all learning. The ability to read, write and communicate effectively 
underpins success in every subject and in everyday life.

Through English, pupils learn how to understand the world around them, interpret different 
viewpoints and express their own ideas clearly. Reading exposes pupils to new experiences, 



cultures and perspectives, while writing allows them to communicate their thoughts, opinions 
and creativity.

Developing strong literacy skills helps pupils to become more independent, confident and 
prepared for the next stage of their education and beyond.

Term Unit Title Big Ideas 

Autumn 1 Coraline Novel Big Idea: Stories explore identity, fear and growing 
up through character and setting.

Topic: Coraline (Novel)

Pupils will develop their understanding of how writers 
create engaging characters and settings. They will 
explore how tension and atmosphere are built, and 
how Coraline’s journey reflects themes of bravery, 
choice and independence. Pupils will begin to use 
evidence to support ideas and write simple analytical 
responses.

Autumn 2 The Gothic 

 

 Big Idea: Writers use setting, atmosphere and 
language to create fear and suspense.

Topic: Gothic Literature

Pupils will explore key features of Gothic writing, 
including dark settings, mystery and powerful 
emotions. They will analyse how language creates 
mood and tension, and will practise their own 
descriptive writing using Gothic conventions such as 
pathetic fallacy and figurative language.

Spring 1 Poetry from other 
Cultures 

Big Idea: Poetry reflects different cultures, 
experiences and perspectives from around the world.

Topic: Poetry from Other Cultures

Pupils will read and respond to a range of poems 
from different cultures. They will develop an 
understanding of theme, voice and imagery, and how 
poets express identity and experience. Pupils will 
compare poems and practise explaining ideas using 
evidence.

Spring 2 Macbeth Big Idea: Shakespeare explores ambition, power and 
consequences through language and character.

Topic: Macbeth

Pupils will develop their understanding of plot, 
character and key themes in Macbeth. They will 



explore how Shakespeare uses language to present 
ambition, guilt and the supernatural. Pupils will build 
confidence in reading challenging texts and writing 
structured responses.

Summer 1 Crime and creative 
writing 

Big Idea: Effective writing uses structure, vocabulary 
and imagination to engage the reader.

Topic: Crime Creative Writing

Pupils will develop their own creative writing skills 
through crime and mystery narratives. They will 
focus on building tension, structuring a story and 
using ambitious vocabulary. Pupils will plan, draft 
and edit their own pieces, improving accuracy and 
creativity.

Summer 2 Holidays and Travel Big Idea: Writing can inform, describe and persuade 
about real-life experiences and places.

Topic: Holidays and Travel Writing

Pupils will explore a range of travel writing texts and 
identify how writers describe places to engage the 
reader. They will develop descriptive and persuasive 
writing skills, focusing on audience and purpose, and 
produce their own travel-related writing.
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