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Art Craft & Design

Curriculum Overview



Edexcel GCSE Art Craft & Design curriculum focuses on personal expression and visual
communication, craft emphasizes hands-on material mastery and making, and design
provides problem-solving solutions with a specific function in mind. Together, they form the

foundation of visual arts education

Curriculum Structure

The Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Art, Craft and Design course is a two-year, 100% practical
program. It has no traditional written exam and is divided into two parts: a Personal
Portfolio (60%) and an Externally Set Assignment (40%). Students must integrate and
explore at least two distinct creative areas (such as textiles, 3D design, or fine art).

Purpose of Study:

The art curriculum allows us to explore ourselves, others and the world with wonder and
creativity and art can shape how we live our lives. It develops key life skills that are
transferable across the curriculum. Art develops a sense of awe and wonder- Seeing
beauty in the mundane. Noticing patterns, colours in nature and design. Our learners
work in a calm, caring, stimulating and inspiring environment and produce work for
meaning and enjoyment

GCSE specifications in art and design must encourage students to:

actively engage in the creative process of art, craft and design in order to develop as
effective and independent learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring
minds, develop creative, imaginative and intuitive capabilities when exploring and
making images, artefacts and products become confident in taking risks and learn from
experience when exploring and experimenting with ideas, processes, media, materials
and techniques. Develop critical understanding through investigative, analytical,
experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills, develop and refine ideas and
proposals, personal outcomes or solutions with increasing independence. Acquire and
develop technical skills through working with a broad range of media, materials,
techniques, processes and technologies with purpose and intent. Develop knowledge
and understanding of art, craft and design in historical and contemporary contexts,
societies and cultures develop an awareness of the different roles and individual work
practices evident in the production of art, craft and design in the creative and cultural
industries, an awareness of the purposes, intentions and functions of art, craft and
design in a variety of contexts and as appropriate to students’ own work while
demonstrating safe working practices in art, craft and design.

Useful references for further information include the official Edexcel Art Craft & Design
specification and the National Curriculum for GCSE Art

Edexcel GCSE Art and Design (2016) | Pearson qualifications
www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcse-art-and-design




Together, these documents outline the knowledge, understanding and skills that students are
expected to develop by the end of GCSE Art Craft & Design, preparing them for further
education, creative careers, and informed decision-making in everyday life.

Why is this GCSE Art an important subject?

Self-Expression and Communication: Art allows individuals to articulate deep emotions, ideas,
and experiences that words alone often cannot convey. It provides a healthy and universal outlet
for personal storytelling.

Mental and Emotional Well-Being: Engaging with or creating art is highly therapeutic. It helps
reduce stress, anxiety, and depression by providing an immersive, calming activity that boosts
overall mood.

Cultural Awareness and Preservation: Art documents history and reflects the values,
struggles, and triumphs of different societies. It builds empathy and bridges gaps between
diverse cultures by offering new perspectives on the human condition.

Cognitive Development and Critical Thinking: Art education and appreciation sharpen
problem-solving skills, improve motor skills in children, and promote out-of-the-box thinking. It
encourages people to analyse meanings and look beyond the surface level.

Catalyst for Social Change: Throughout history, art has been used to challenge norms, raise
awareness about critical issues, and inspire movements.

Term Component 1 Big Ideas
Autumn 1 | Personal Portfolio Formal elements are the foundations of art
In this topic we will explore how art can look
Formal elements 2D/3D by producing visual textures, learning

different techniques using an array of medias and
experimental processes.

Autumn 2 | Portraiture The outside world forms an idea of who a person
is, and that identity may be very different from
the person’s own sense of identity. The world
Mock exam theme may see a person as a symbol, a representation
‘Inside Out’ of an idea or event, which is only one part of that
person’s identity. The first part of this topic we
will explore and respond to the artist Frank
Auerbach experimenting with medias. The
second half of this topic learners will explore
and respond to the mock exam theme while
working through AOs 1-4 and present a final
piece responding to the theme.




Spring 1 Learners will be evaluating tracking their creative

Revisit work from journey including their mock exam theme.

component 1 to be Learners will be reflecting on their progress while

completed continuing to enhance and make improvements
responding to the AOs for GCSE Art

Spring 2 London gallery visit will enrich learners’

Introduction experiences when observing the art of others.

Component 2 Learners will be exploring the theme while

ESA beginning to go on their own personal creative
journey, working through the AOs preparing to

(External Set make links and connections to the theme. In this

Assignment) unit they extend use their knowledge,

understanding and skills through engagement
with the given theme. Learner’s will select
sources that are most appropriate to the theme,
and to inform their preparatory studies.

Summer 1 | ESA component 2 Learners will be preparing and gathering ideas
creative techniques and processes in time for their
final piece ensuring that they have included a
multitude of experimental work while recording
their intentions.

Promoting British Values:

The Edexcel GCSE Art curriculum provides many opportunities to promote the fundamental
British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. These values can be embedded
naturally through the study of art and artists, discussion of ethical issues and collaborative
learning activities.

Democracy

. GCSE Art promotes democracy by empowering students to find their voice, challenge
societal norms, and develop empathy. Through creative expression, independent
critical thinking, and respectful classroom critiques, the subject fosters the core skills
necessary for active civic participation and a healthy democratic society

The Rule of Law

GCSE Art and Design curricula focus on developing visual language, practical skills,
and critical thinking, while integrating British Values like the Rule of Law through
ethical art creation, copyright legislation, and social commentary

Individual Liberty

Individual Liberty is a fundamental British Value that pairs naturally with GCSE Art and
Design. It centres on personal freedom, unique expression, and the right to make
independent choices within a democratic society. Learners are taught about the



boundaries of free speech, discover that while they have the liberty to provoke thought, they
must not infringe upon the safety or dignity of others through hate speech or offensive
imagery.

Mutual Respect

Mutual respect is fundamentally woven into the collaborative fabric of our art studio. In
GCSE Art, learners are regularly exposed to a rich tapestry of artistic traditions spanning
different cultures, genders, sexualities, and eras. By investigating diverse global art forms,
students learn to appreciate perspectives different from their own, fostering deep cultural
empathy.

Furthermore, mutual respect is actively practiced through our peer-review and critique
sessions. learners learn the vital communication skill of offering constructive, sensitive
feedback on their peers' work. They are taught to respect the vulnerability inherent in
creative expression, valuing every learner’s unique artistic journey and skill level, while
maintaining a supportive, inclusive, and collaborative environment at Rivers ESC

Tolerance of Different Faiths and Beliefs

Our GCSE Art curriculum is a powerful vehicle for exploring, celebrating, and understanding
the world's diverse faiths and belief systems. Through contextual studies (AO1), learners
analyse how spirituality, religious narratives, and sacred symbols have driven artistic
innovation across history and global cultures. This active exploration breaks down
misconceptions, challenges prejudices, and encourages deep cultural empathy while
promoting British Values. The art room serves as a pluralistic space where learners are
encouraged to either express their own faith or investigate beliefs different from their own
with curiosity, nuance, and absolute respect.

Useful websites:

Website Details

Edexcel GCSE Art and Design (2016) | This website provides details of the GCSE
Pearson qualifications Art curriculum

GCSE Art and Design - Edexcel - BBC This links to the BBC Bitesize website.
Bitesize




Assessment objectives - Assessment
objectives and presenting your work -
Edexcel - GCSE Art and Design Revision -

Edexcel - BBC Bitesize

This website will allow learners to look at
examples and understand the GCSEs
AO1-AO4 criteria for marking

Tate Britain | Tate
Home - National Portrait Gallery

(96) Pinterest

These websites contain resources that
cover all genres of art movements from
all cultures including Portraiture.

Art teaching staff:

Name

Position

Email Address

Telephone

Jennifer Leo

Art Teacher KS4
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