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Curriculum Overview

Our Art curriculum is designed to provide all pupils with an ambitious, engaging
and inclusive education that nurtures creativity, self-expression and confidence.
It is carefully sequenced to develop artistic knowledge, practical skills and
cultural understanding while meeting the diverse needs of our learners.

We aim to foster resilience, independence and curiosity through a wide range of
creative experiences. Pupils explore drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking
and mixed media techniques while learning about artists, cultures and artistic
movements from around the world. The curriculum encourages pupils to take
creative risks, experiment with materials and reflect on their own progress.

Art provides pupils with opportunities to experience success, develop emotional
wellbeing and build transferable skills such as problem solving, perseverance
and critical thinking that support learning across the curriculum and beyond.

Purpose of Study

« To develop creativity, confidence and self-expression through a range of
artistic experiences.

« To encourage curiosity and appreciation of art, culture and the creative
world.

« To provide pupils with a strong foundation in artistic skills, techniques
and processes in line with the KS3 National Curriculum.

« To ensure all pupils make progress through appropriate support and
challenge, preparing them for success at KS4 and beyond Rivers ESC.

The Art curriculum encourages exploration, experimentation, reflection and
creativity. Pupils develop practical skills across a variety of media while learning
to evaluate their own work and the work of others. Wherever possible, links are
made with other subjects to enrich learning and develop wider cultural
understanding.

Preparing Pupils for the Future



Art helps pupils develop valuable skills for education, employment and everyday
life. Through creative projects, pupils build:

« Creativity and problem-solving skills

« Communication and presentation skills

« Teamwork and independence

« Resilience, confidence and self-management

Links are made to careers in the creative industries where appropriate. As with
all subjects at Rivers ESC, Art also supports pupils' social, emotional and
behavioural development, with every lesson reinforcing the school's core values
and behavioural expectations.

Why Art is Important

Art encourages creativity, self-expression and confidence. Through creating and
responding to artwork, pupils develop practical skills, problem-solving abilities
and an appreciation of different cultures and perspectives.

Art helps pupils communicate ideas, emotions and experiences in a positive and
constructive way. It also encourages curiosity, resilience and independent
thinking, while developing skills that are valuable in education, employment
and everyday life.

Half Term Topic Big Ideas

HT1 Colour Theory Explore primary,
secondary and tertiary
colours, colour mixing,
warm and cool
colours,
complementary
colours and artist
studies. Develop
painting techniques
and understanding of
colour in artwork.

HT2 Sea Life Create observational




drawings and mixed-
media artwork
inspired by marine
life. Develop blending,
shading, texture and
composition skills
while exploring artists
influenced by nature
and the ocean.

HT3

Natural Form

Study plants, flowers
and natural objects
through drawing,
painting and
printmaking. Focus on
observation, detail,
pattern, tone and use
of different materials.

HT4

Still Life

Develop observational
drawing skills using
everyday objects.
Learn about
proportion, form, tone,
shading, light and
shadow.

HTS5

Portraiture

Explore facial
proportions,
expression and
identity. Develop
drawing and painting
techniques while
studying portrait
artists and creating
personal responses.

HT6

Architecture

Investigate buildings
and structures. Learn




perspective, line, scale
and design skills while
creating architectural

drawings and creative
designs.




